CONNECTIONS

Pomfret Community School students enjoy the Cowboy Café, a
fundraising event to support southeast Asian tsunami relief efforts

Like many children in classrooms across America,
students in two northeast Connecticut schools were moved to
action this winter by the victims of December’s devastating
tsunami in southeast Asia.
Children at the Pomfret Community School and
EASTCONN’s PACE North School in Dayville rolled up their
sleeves to support tsunami relief efforts.
At the Pomfret Community School, Donna Dufresne’s
ﬁfth-grade class began discussing the issue in their daily classroom meeting.
See TSUNAMI RELIEF, page 4
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A one-year, competitive state grant for $89,000 will
help eight school systems in eastern Connecticut as they strive
to upgrade their Internet infrastructure, EASTCONN ofﬁcials
have announced.
The grant will aid school districts in Ashford,
Brooklyn, Franklin, Marlborough, Sterling, Thompson and
Union, in addition to EASTCONN-run schools.
The state Department of Education Infrastructure Grant
will help the eight smaller districts in EASTCONN’s region to
work more effectively with the Connecticut Education Network,
ofﬁcials said. The Connecticut Education Network (CEN) is a
statewide initiative aimed at providing high-speed Internet access to every school district, public library and higher education
institution in Connecticut by June 2005.
“This grant will help that happen,” said John Kalinowski,
EASTCONN’s Director of Technology Development.
“We targeted smaller LEAs that needed support in
connecting with the Connecticut Education Network. Many of
the LEAs in this grant are single-building school districts. This
grant will help them by increasing the speed of network switches
or putting in ﬁrewalls where needed.”
Fiber-optic-based connections will allow the use
of high-speed multimedia learning tools, distance learning,
research activities and online administrative activities. The
state’s Regional Educational Service Centers, or RESCs (which
includes EASTCONN), are members of the Connecticut Education Network Consortium.
A n enter taining
essay by 2004 EASTCONN
ACT alumnus Andy Morrison
describing his experiences at
ACT and since graduating,
is available online at www.
eastconn.org/ACT. Morrison,
a Thompson, Conn., resident,
is the two-time winner of the
prestigious Write-On contest ACT grad Andy Morrison
sponsored by the Hartford
Stage, and is the only person to have been selected two years
in a row. Morrison is currently interning at both the Hartford
Stage and at ACT, where he is a teacher’s assistant.

APRIL 2005
12 ......Math Council
13 ......Using the CT Data Warehouse as a Tool for
Comprehensive Data Analysis for the Advanced User
15 ......Preventing Exclusion Before It Leads to Bullying
15 ......URSA/NASA
25 ......Empowering Writers: Persuasive Writing, Grade 6-8
26 ......Developing Independent Readers through Explicit
Small Group Reading Instruction (Guided Reading)
- SDE Reading First Module
27 ......Woodcock-Johnson III, Cognitive Battery
29 ......LOCO-MOTIVE: Enhancing Student Motivation
and Understanding Using Archaeology and the Local
Community as the Context for Content

The ACT (Arts at the Capitol Theater) Scholarship
Annual Fund Drive is in full swing and student scholarship
applications for 2005-2006 are being processed, EASTCONN
ofﬁcials have announced.
ACT is EASTCONN’s regional performing arts high
school in Willimantic. Fifty-two students enrolled in ACT this
year. ACT opened its doors to students in the 2004-2005 school
year in downtown Willimantic.
Attending ACT poses many challenges to students who
enroll. Students continue attending their hometown schools
where they study core subjects, then travel to downtown Willimantic for an additional four hours of performance arts study
in the afternoon.
But an even greater challenge facing some ACT students
is the tuition — $3,000 annually — which many students must
pay themselves. While some sending-schools are supporting
local students, many are not. EASTCONN has responded by
creating a scholarship fund in partnership with the Community
Foundation of Northeast Connecticut. Last year, eight need-based
scholarships were awarded to students. The goal is to increase
the availability of ﬁnancial support each year.
One generous donor, the Home Selling Team of Brian
and Kathy McCarthy, located in
Mansﬁeld, recently contributed a
full ACT scholarship for the second
year in a row.
“As a business in the community,” explained Brian McCarthy, “[we ﬁnd] there are constant
requests. The attractive thing for us
about ACT is that this program is
not about maintenance; it is about
the future. These students are the
Brian McCarthy, ACT donor
future leaders of our community.
These are all local kids that we are helping.”
Contact Dot t y Budnick at 860 - 455- 0707 or
dbudnick@eastconn.org for more information about the ACT
Scholarship Fund. A donation envelope for the ACT Scholarship Fund is enclosed with this newsletter. A donation form
may also be downloaded at www.eastconn.org/ACT, along
with the newly-published ACT Fund Annual Report. For more
information about ACT, contact John Mayer, ACT Principal, at
860-465-5636, or jmayer@eastconn.org.

MAY 2005
4 ......Math Activities on the Internet: Grades K-4
5 ......Tech Council
9 ......CT Data Warehouse Conference
10 ......Spreading the Word: Poetry at the Center of the
Language Arts Classroom
11 ......Regional Staff Development Council
11 ......Canter Online/Walden Master’s Degree Program
Information Session
12 ......Math Activities on the Internet: Grades 5-8
17 ......Empowering Writers: Narrative Writing, Grades K-3
18 ......Empowering Writers: Expository Writing, Grades 4-8
24 ......EASTCONN Annual Board Meeting
JUNE 2005
4 ......Building an AP Culture, CT Grand Hotel
7 ......Science Council
JULY 2005
13 ......Counteracting Hate: Practical Strategies for Schools
and Classrooms
EASTCONN workshops are subject to change. Please E-mail the
EASTCONN Conference Ofﬁce at conferenceofﬁce@eastconn.org
for more information about any of the meetings and workshops
listed here. Workshop information is also available on our Web
site at www.eastconn.org. Click on Workshops.

The Town of Windham’s
Off ice of Economic
Development (OED)
recently recognized ACT
for the vital contributions
it is making to the
Windham -Wi lli m an t ic
business community and
economic development.
EASTCONN Executive
Director Paula M. Colen
and ACT Principal John
Mayer pose with plaque.
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Every special educator feels the pressure of time. In
particular, it may seem that there is never enough time to properly modify curricula so that special education students can
participate as often as possible in the general curriculum and
classroom activities.
But Pomfret Community School may have discovered
a resource that will help them with that never-ending battle
against time.
Faced with the demands of supporting a variety of
students in a range of grade levels and classrooms, the staff at
Pomfret Community School is using some of the technology
tools introduced to them through the training and mentoring
provided by EASTCONN’s Technology Team.
Special Education Director Lynda Joly couldn’t be happier. Several years ago, the school
contacted EASTCONN for help
with alternative communication
devices for some preschoolers with no language skills.
Over time, Pomfret staff have
continued to expand both their
expertise and their inventory
of assistive technology devices,
like writing and reading software
and materials that complement
the general-classroom instruction. Just acquiring the technolLynda Joly, Pomfret
ogy was not enough, however.
Community School
Finding the time to master new
Special Education Director,
technology was challenging for
applauds technology strides
teachers and this year, the school
contracted with EASTCONN for an assistive technology capacity-building package.
“This has allowed us to have professional development
and follow-up support that is planned, ongoing and responsive
to the speciﬁc needs of individual staff and the students they
are supporting,” explained Joly.
“I can’t believe it!”
said Linda Mullin, a Pomfret
resource room teacher, as
she watched students in her
classroom. “Look at those two
actually reading together—and
enjoying it!” Not only were the
students—previously struggling and reluctant readers— enjoying their Huckleberry Finn
reading assignment, but they Linda Mullin, resource room
were proudly working on the teacher at Pomfret, says assistive
same book that their classmates technologies help students read
were reading for their Language
Arts assignment.
“These students are able to work independently and

enjoy reading because it was presented in a modiﬁed format that
retained the main themes and events of the book…at a reading
level that allowed them
to experience success,”
said EASTCON N’s
Carol Magliocco, who
has been providing
assistive technology
support and training to
Pomfret teachers.
T he school
has purchased books
used in their middle
school curriculum in
the “Start-to-Finish”
format that offers both a
paperback book as well Carol Magliocco, EASTCONN
as a CD with word-to- Assistive Technology Team Leader,
word correspondence guides her student in using new tools
in a modiﬁed text format.
Another tool that the middle school is using is Report
Writer Interactive, a writing tool created by FTC Publishing.
“Using this tool,” said Magliocco, “Mullin and her
colleagues are in the process of taking the writing rubrics used
by the regular educators and building a framework that modiﬁes the rubric to meet their students needs. Students can create
text one prompt at a time if needed, and both the prompts and
their responses can be seen, heard, or exported and printed as
a guide. Teachers set the parameters for prompts.”
“Teachers don’t have the same comfort level with
the technology that our students do,” noted Mullin. “Carol
[Magliocco] sat side-by-side with us and really walked us through
each program step-by-step. In between her visits we are able to
try things and come up with questions. When she returns, she
assesses who needs what next. Because of her expertise and
relationships, we are getting the latest from the state and others
as well.”
“Carol [Magliocco] is familiar with the products out
there so we don’t have to take the time to do a knowledge search,”
said Joly. Magliocco recommends applications that the district
is able to try out. Magliocco recently brought Kevin Johnston
from Don Johnston, Inc., a well-known assistive technology
group, to Pomfret so staff could have a hands-on demonstration
of new products.
Where the teachers once viewed assistive technology
as a daunting and time-consuming new challenge, they now
embrace it as a time-saving approach to meeting their students
objectives.

EASTCONN Assistive Technology Services online at
www.eastconn.org/StudentServices_AssistiveTech.htm
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TSUNAMI RELIEF, continued from page 1

The students raised $2,350 at the Cowboy Café. Perhaps
something even more important occurred during the fundraising
planning process, said Drasch.
“The students in this class can now count themselves
among the people in the world who have stood up and walked
tall and made a difference,” she said.

“The whole class was concerned about the
destruction and the orphaned children left behind.”
—Pomfret’s Donna Dufresne
Recipes for Cowboy Café Chili and Sioux City Sushi
are available online at www.eastconn.org/highlights.htm.
For more information about the Cowboy Café or service
learning programming, contact Donna Drasch at 860-455-0707
or ddrasch@eastconn.org.
Students at EASTCONN’s PACE North School also
pitched in to support tsunami relief efforts. According to PACE
North School teacher Julia Stands, each of the 15 enrolled students has helped with the tsunami fundraising effort.
“Like other schools, the children were concerned
about how they could help, and our children sometimes have
a difﬁcult time
seeing things
from others’
perspectives,”
said Stands. The
PACE North
School is an
EASTCONNrun program for
young children
with serious
emotional disturbances.
The faculty collaborated to
create a schoolwide community
service project
collecting and
returning recyclable soda cans.
T he st udents
EASTCONN PACE North students charted
exceeded their their tsunami relief fundraiser progress
goal of 1,000 cans
returned and have raised over $50. Working with their math
teacher, students have graphed their fundraising results using
a large poster as a visual record.
Students are also learning and practicing appropriate
social skills. When returning cans, they interact with the personnel and other shoppers at their local grocery store.
Like the children at Pomfret Community School, the
PACE North students are doing more than just talking about the
importance of helping others; they are making a difference.
For more information about PACE North, contact Denise Davis Resonina, Principal, at 860-779-5613 or
dresonina@eastconn.org.

Pomfret students joined the Gypsy Cowboys, a swing group, for
the Cowboy Café fundraiser beneﬁtting tsunami victims

“The whole class was concerned about the destruction
and the orphaned children left behind,” said Dufresne. “They
began asking, ‘What can we do to help?’ ”
That led one student, “K.B.,” to wonder how the class
might raise funds to support the tsunami relief effort. She returned
to class the next day with a written proposal for a fundraising
dinner. Her idea was expanded as the whole class began exploring
the concept. Drawing on the talents and expertise of their teacher
and their family members, the students decided to sponsor the
Cowboy Café, a fundraising evening featuring western-theme
entertainment.
Since September, these students have been working with Dufresne and Donna Drasch, EASTCONN Service
Learning Coordinator, on a social justice and service-learning
curriculum.
“The students have been studying the characteristics
of what it takes to make a difference in the world,” said Drasch,
“and exploring the question, ‘What does it take to stand up and
walk tall?’ ”
Organizing the tsunami relief fundraiser provided the
perfect opportunity to reinforce and apply what they were learning in a real-life project. From Dufresne’s perspective, “This
was a wonderful, authentic learning opportunity connected to
many academic objectives, such as persuasive and expository
writing, historical/cultural perspectives, literature, American
Folk Tales, math skills, and technology applications.”
The concept for the Cowboy Café began when the students tapped the talents of their teacher, who performs with the
Gypsy Cowboys, a local swing band, as well as a parent cook,
who collaborated with students on a creative menu that included
Cowboy Café Chili, Sioux City Sushi and cornbread.
“The process of organizing a fundraiser became the
center of classroom learning, and details such as designing tickets, ﬂyers, advertisements, and a budget began to take wing,”
said Drasch.
Students wrote persuasive letters seeking donations,
created posters using computer graphics, set ﬁnancial goals,
and created a budget that would allow them to produce a net
proﬁt.
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Two of EASTCONN’s longtime staff members, Elizabeth (“E.A.”) Aschenbrenner and Jim Huggins, have assumed new
leadership roles at EASTCONN, ofﬁcials recently announced.
Aschenbrenner has been named EASTCONN’s Director
of Early Childhood Initiatives and Jim Huggins has assumed
the role of Director of Technology Solutions. Both positions
were created after a recent EASTCONN reorganization, ofﬁcials said.
“Our districts have identiﬁed early childhood and technology as areas targeted for expansion,” said Paula M. Colen,
Executive Director of EASTCONN. “We feel that “E.A.” and Jim
are the right people to lead us in the creation and implementation
of innovative solutions. They know their content area, they know
EASTCONN, they know our local schools and communities,
and they will hit the ground running,” said Colen, adding that
both Aschenbrenner and Huggins bring a wealth of expertise
and experience to their new positions.
Aschenbrenner
was one of the developers
of the Connecticut Department of Education’s
Preschool Curriculum &
Assessment Frameworks.
She has been at EASTCONN for 20 years. During that time, she coordinated the Early Childhood
Network, facilitated the
development of the School
Readiness Councils, and
Elizabeth (“E.A.”) Aschenbrenner,
worked with a variety of
new Director of EASTCONN’s Early early childhood programs
Childhood Initiatives division
and parents to support
children’s learning and program quality. Prior to coming to
EASTCONN, Aschenbrenner taught and/or directed early childhood programs in Connecticut, Texas and California.
“One of the things that is so exciting about being in the
EASTCONN region,” said Aschenbrenner, “is that our school
districts and communities have always recognized the importance
of high quality preschool programs, as has been noted by the
high percentage of preschool programs in public schools that
have achieved and maintained an NAEYC [National Association
for the Education of Young Children] accreditation.
“In 30 years,” Aschenbrenner continued, “there has
never been the attention and interest [placed] on the importance
of providing high quality preschool education for future school
and life success [that] there is now. For a number of years, the
Connecticut legislature has been very supportive of preschool.
Now we have a governor who has early childhood education as
one of her top priorities. Even in a tight ﬁscal time, Governor Rell
has added about 27 million dollars in the next biennial budget
for investment in preschool,” Aschenbrenner said.
“One the initiatives we are most excited about is our
Center for Preschool Teaching and Learning. The Center will
provide training and technical assistance to a variety of early

care and education programs to address curriculum, assessment
and instruction, language and early literacy development, socialemotional competence, and program quality.”
Huggins has been
at EASTCONN for eight
years, most recently leading the team of educational
technology specialists in
the agency’s Teaching &
Learning Division. Before
joining EASTCONN, Huggins taught at Rhode Island
College where he was instrumental in the design and
planning of the Rhode Island
Teachers in Technology LapJim Huggins, new Director of
top
Initiative, which trained
EASTCONN’s Technology
and equipped thousands of
Solutions division
Rhode Island teachers. Huggins is also a former elementary school computer teacher.
One of the great challenges, according to Huggins, is
keeping pace with rapid changes in technology.
“It is important for EASTCONN to assist our districts
in sorting out which new technology tools are going to help
them the most in improving student learning, whether that is
data warehousing or online learning,” said Huggins. “Recently,
much of the assistance we have been providing has revolved
around analyzing and using data in supporting school improvement efforts.”
Other challenges on the horizon include new state
requirements for school technology plans.
“We’re looking forward to working with all the districts
on incorporating new NCLB accountability requirements around
technology integration across the curriculum and the implications
that has for assessment and evaluation of student, teacher and
administrator technology competencies,” said Huggins.
Another challenge which Huggins is not looking
forward to is the decrease or elimination of Title IID in the
next round of federal funding, which, he notes, “has been a
great source of resources for our districts to access professional
development and assistance. We need to, more than ever, really
work in collaboration as a region as we face these diminished
resources.”
For more information about EASTCONN’s Early Childhood Initiatives, contact “E.A.” Aschenbrenner at 860-455-0707
or easchenbrenner@eastconn.org.
For more information about EASTCONN’S Technology Solutions, contact Jim Huggins at 860-455-0707 or
jhuggins@eastconn.org.

EASTCONN Early Childhood Initiatives online at
www.eastconn.org/EarlyChildhood.htm
EASTCONN Technology Solutions online at
www.eastconn.org/TechnologySolutions.htm
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Connecticut’s BioBus unleashed the forensic spirit
of Sherlock Homes in Eastern Regional Academy students last
month, when they learned how to determine a “fake” painting
from a “masterpiece” using scientiﬁc methods.
During a ﬁve-hour visit to the school, the BioBus
conducted “The Art of Forgery,” an experiment during which
students attempted to discover which of four paintings were
fakes and which was the “masterpiece,” recently stolen from
a ﬁctional art museum. Students used the gel electrophoresis
method to answer the question. They made, poured and loaded
their own gels and then observed the rate at which paint colors
migrated through the gel. By comparing them to the original
paint sample, they could determine which painting was the
“real McCoy.”
Connecticut’s BioBus is designed to educate state students about bioscience through the use of advanced bioscience
techniques. The BioBus program wants to ignite students’ interest
in pursuing scientiﬁc careers by providing them with hands-on
scientiﬁc experiences and fostering in them the excitement of
scientiﬁc discovery. The 40-foot-long BioBus is outﬁtted with the
latest in bioscience equipment and state-of-the-art computers. It
travels to schools and communities throughout the state.
Eastern Regional Academy is a newly created collaboration, the result of combining the former EASTCONN
PACE Columbia program and the Windham public schools’
TEAMS program.

Devin McDonald (left) and Michelle Bold (right) were selected to
attend the prestigious New England Young Writers’ Conference

ACT juniors Michelle Bold (Plainﬁeld) and Devin McDonald
(Columbia) have been accepted into the prestigious New England Young Writers’ Conference at Bread Loaf, Vermont. They
were nominated by Lisa Taylor, their ACT writing teacher.
Students were selected on the basis of writing samples. The annual conference is held for four days each May at Middlebury
College’s Bread Loaf Campus.

SAVE THE DATE
CT Data Warehouse Annual Conference
May 9, 2005 ~ CT Grand Hotel, Waterbury
Look for a brochure coming soon or go to:
www.eastconn.org/workshops.htm.
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376 Hartford Turnpike ~ Hampton, Connecticut 06247
860-455-0707 ~ www.eastconn.org
EASTCONN, one of six Regional Educational Service Centers (RESCs) in Connecticut, has been serving the educational
and training needs of schools, organizations, and individuals of all ages in northeastern Connecticut since 1980.
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