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ACT’s Safe Driving Video
Wins Fifth Place in DMV Contest

Area educators got a chance to visit EASTCONN’s surprisingly
roomy QMC Mobile STEM Lab, where they watched a science
video before conducting an experiment on local soil samples.

Exciting New Mobile STEM Lab
Debuts with Help from 3 Schools

ACT students proudly displayed their award during a ceremony
attended by Lt. Gov. Wyman, who congratulated them for winning
Fifth Place in the DMV’s annual Teen Safe Driving Video Contest.

EASTCONN’s long-awaited mobile science laboratory for
grades K-12 will soon make its regional debut, thanks to three
northeastern Connecticut schools that are participating in a pilot
program this spring.
“We’re very, very excited about it,” said Marlborough Elementary School Assistant Principal Kim Kelley, when asked about the
Quinebaug Middle College (QMC) Mobile Stem Lab pilot.
Marlborough joins Lebanon and Voluntown, as well as
EASTCONN’s Clinical Day Treatment programs, to try out the
QMC Mobile STEM Lab, and provide feedback on its curriculum,
teacher-training components, equipment, student programming
and logistics.
“We are so grateful to Marlborough, Lebanon and Voluntown
for helping us pilot our mobile lab,” said EASTCONN’s STEM
Education Specialist and STEM Lab Coordinator Stacey Watson.
“We want the lab’s activities, field trips and school visits to be as
seamless and engaging for students and teachers as possible.”

EASTCONN’s Arts at the Capitol Theater (ACT) arts magnet
high school students have taken Fifth Place in the eighth annual
DMV-Travelers Teen Safe Driving Video Contest.
Lt. Gov. Nancy Wyman congratulated ACT students at a recent
awards ceremony for the DMV contest’s Top 5 prize-winners. The
celebration, held at St. Francis Hospital in Hartford, was attended
by about 75 people, including DMV Deputy Commissioner Judeen
Wrinn, hospital administrators and other teen-safety advocates.
“We were thrilled to learn that ACT Audio-Video students had
been honored for the eighth year in a row in the statewide DMV
video contest,” said ACT Principal Sarah Mallory. “This contest
not only offers our students an artistic challenge each year, it also
gives them a chance to perform an important public service whose
impact is felt statewide. We’re proud of their accomplishments.”
The goal of the DMV’s annual contest is to generate public
service videos — made by teens for their peers — that persuade
new, young drivers to follow the law, avoid distractions and stay

See QMC MOBILE STEM LAB, page 2

See ACT DMV CONTEST, back page

QMC MOBILE STEM LAB from page 1

Professional Notes

Three years ago, a $12-million Magnet School Assistance
Program (MSAP) made it possible for EASTCONN and one of its
magnet high schools, Quinebaug Middle College (QMC), to envision
and build a mobile STEM laboratory that would primarily serve the
learning needs of QMC students, acting as a tool for improving student access to science, technology, engineering and math (STEM).
But the lab would also be capable of visiting smaller schools with
limited resources, sharing sophisticated equipment for conducting
experiments on field trips to sites like vernal pools and forests.
The STEM Lab provides work-stations for up to 20 students,
an electron microscope, compound microscopes, Vernier probes,
interior and exterior flat-screen TV monitors, a sophisticated weather
observation station, iPads for data collection and analysis, and
basic science lab equipment. The lab’s Next Generation Science
Standards-aligned curriculum includes sections on the watershed,
biodiversity, climate change, feeding the hungry, waste water treatment and introduction to robotics. Each can be customized.

Diane Gozemba

EASTCONN staff presented at the “Moving from Compliance to
Coherence Conference: Aligning Student and Educator Goals
and Practices,” hosted by the CSDE, the RESC Alliance and CAS.
EASTCONN Director of Curriculum and Instruction Toni Ryan,
Ed.D., joined Education Specialist Alicia Willett, ACT Principal
Sarah Mallory and ACT teacher Bethany Gallant to present
“School-Based, Teacher-Instructional Rounds.” EASTCONN Center
for Educational Leadership Director Amy Drowne collaborated
with Stafford Director of Curriculum and Instruction Michael
Bednarz and Stafford Superintendent Patricia A. Collin, Ed.D.,
to present “Communities of Practice and Calibration for School
Administrators.” EASTCONN Education Specialist Erin PowersBigler collaborated with Willington teachers Laura Gilbert, Kara
Hennessey, Jennifer Colella and Bridget O’Connor to present
“Personalized Professional Learning – A Unified Approach.”

“Anytime we can partner with EASTCONN and take
advantage of the educational resources that you offer,
we’re very happy to do so.”
– Andy Gonzalez, Lebanon Elementary School Principal
The required teacher-training for pilot schools is underway
now and participants will co-teach on the STEM Lab with Watson.
Now through June, teachers and students from the pilot schools,
as well as EASTCONN’s Clinical Day Treatment programs, will join
Watson on the STEM Lab to conduct experiments and help her refine
details related to everything from scheduling to equipment needs.
“When I first entered the Mobile STEM Lab, I was surprised by
the simplicity,” said Marlborough Elementary School (MES) sixthgrade teacher Kelly Mirando. “It has a great setup … The lab is
fully equipped with the latest technology that will be exciting and
engaging for students. MES is lucky to get a preview ... “
Alycia Trakas, Assistant Superintendent and Principal at Voluntown Elementary School, said enthusiastic teachers had proposed
participating in the STEM Lab pilot. “If teachers are excited about
what they’re teaching, then it’s going to trickle down to kids being
excited about learning.”
Voluntown will use the STEM Lab’s climate change curriculum,
said science teacher Andrea Bunger. “Stacey is tailoring the curriculum to what I’m teaching,” Bunger said. “The unit on climate
change is pretty 21st century.” Bunger’s classes will meet the
STEM lab at a nearby state forest to conduct experiments on-site.
“As a result of Stacey’s expertise and her connection with the
STEM Lab, EASTCONN has also become a rich resource for professional learning in NGSS,” said Toni Ryan, Ed.D., EASTCONN’s K-12
Student Services Director of Curriculum and Instruction. “Stacey
is already offering NGSS PD to area teachers. Some of it will take
place on the Lab, and that’s fun for everyone.”
Lebanon Elementary School Principal Andy Gonzalez said his
teachers learned about the Mobile STEM Lab pilot after Watson
delivered NGSS training to them.
“When we’re given an opportunity to have experts visit our school
and provide our kids with some hands-on, real-life science learning
opportunities, we jump at them,” Gonzalez said. “Anytime we can
partner with EASTCONN and take advantage of the educational
resources that [they] offer, we’re very happy to do so.”
QMC Mobile STEM Lab Summer Programs for teachers and
students are being offered this summer. Contact Stacey Watson
at 860-455-1508, or swatson@eastconn.org.

EASTCONN Director of Early Childhood Initiatives Diane Gozemba, M.S. Ed., will join
Ashlyn Ellsworth, M.S.W., family services coordinator, and Ciara Collins, M.A., a doctoral
student in UCONN’s Department of Human
Development and Family Studies, to present at the 43rd Annual National Head Start
Conference in Nashville, Tenn., on May 17.

A New Friend...That was easy!

It was all about connecting with pen pals from different schools
and discussing the environment, beekeeping, fishing and the often
strange foods we eat, as 165 third-graders from Shepard Hill in
Plainfield, Natchaug School in Windham and Hampton Elementary
engaged in team-building and other fun during EASTCONN’s Interdistrict Grant, “Farming the Land and the Sea, Day of Knowledge.”
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What Does it Take to Inspire?
Creative-writing teacher Barbara Greenbaum has a passion for
writing, teaching and motivating students, which may help explain
why her students keep winning awards for their poetry and fiction.
Greenbaum teaches grades 9-12 at EASTCONN’s Arts at the
Capitol Theater (ACT) arts magnet high school in Willimantic, and
says her goal is to help students understand the power and value
of reading and the importance of simply sitting down and putting
pen to paper – or, fingers to keyboard.
“I think writers must write, if they want to improve and evolve
as artists,” said Greenbaum recently. “But they also need to read
works by other authors. You can’t just want to be a writer. You have
to work at it, write whenever you can, and revisit what you’ve written, over and over again. It’s hard work, and excellence, as a rule,
doesn’t come easily.”
Greenbaum, who has a master’s in secondary education and
a master of fine arts degree, has taught creative writing at ACT for
the last 12 years. In that time, ACT has grown from a part-time arts
magnet with 35 students to a full-day magnet with 135 students
from 26 towns. She teaches eight Creative Writing classes, as
well Intro to Writing, Intro to Poetry, Mythology, Advanced Poetry,
Advanced Fiction, Advanced A/V Screenwriting and Culture of Film.
[Editor’s Note: See Act Students Win Big, left column, p. 3]

A group of ACT’s talented, award-winning Creative Writing students
took time away from writing to pose in the Capitol Theater lobby.

ACT Students Win Big in
Variety of Writing Contests
Creative Writing students at EASTCONN’s Arts at the Capitol
Theater (ACT) have won recognition again this spring from several
prestigious contests and publications.
ACT students’ poetry and fiction won 39 awards in the regional
2016 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards contest, a record-breaking
number for the small, public, arts magnet high school in downtown
Willimantic.
ACT students earned 12 Gold Keys, 13 Silver Keys and 14
Honorable Mentions in the annual contest’s regional competition,
which includes students from Connecticut and six other northeastern U.S. states.
Last year, 15 ACT students won a total of 27 regional Scholastic
Awards, and only two were Gold Keys. One Gold-Key winner this
year went on to earn a national Silver Key.
“To see so many ACT students recognized by such a stellar
contest is incredibly exciting,” said ACT’s only Creative Writing
teacher, Barbara Greenbaum.
ACT senior Evan Saunders, who earned four Gold Keys and an
Honorable Mention, said, “Barbara has taught me so much, and I
am extremely grateful for this honor.”
“When I received the news from Barbara that I’d received two
Golden Keys and a Silver Key, it was like Willy Wonka was handing
me the Golden Ticket!” said junior Victor Sun.
Two ACT students will also attend the highly competitive New
England Young Writers Conference this May at the “Bread Loaf”
campus of Middlebury College in Vermont. The national conference
invites 200 talented young writers to hone their writing skills, network
with fellow writers and attend workshops with published authors.
Four ACT students’ creative writing works have also been honored by Connecticut Student Writers magazine, part of UCONN’s
Connecticut Writing Project, which honors exceptional writing talent
among Connecticut’s K-12 students.
“To have so many students in one department recognized for
their talents says something about their teacher, Barbara Greenbaum,” said ACT Principal Sarah Mallory. “Our students learn and
create in an environment where they can reach their artistic potential,
and that is something we take pride in at ACT.”
Contact Principal Sarah Mallory at smallory@eastconn.org.

ACT Creative Writing teacher Barbara Greenbaum, left, motivates
her students to create award-winning fiction and poetry.
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“The biggest thing we do here is give students time to practice
writing in an uninterrupted way,” said Greenbaum. “I follow a very
simple model, which is also to have them read and write. We read
really good pieces of fiction and poetry, we talk about those and then
we write about them. I provide structured writing time and tell them,
‘Just put it on the page. Turn off your internal editors and write.’ ”
Once a draft is ready, students collaborate in small groups to
“workshop” their fiction and poetry, and share constructive feedback.
“They are being clinical, but they are also being kind.”
Other strategies? “You have to point out what they’re doing well,
because they will pursue that. I’m always encouraging them, which
is how I see my role. I hope I’m building something open and communicative that empowers students to figure it out by themselves.
They need to take charge of their own process.
“It’s been a real adventure and a joyous one. When you have
that kind of engagement, it makes all the difference in the world.”
Greenbaum’s own work has appeared in the Louisville Review,
the Massachusetts Review and Hawaii Pacific Review, and more
than a dozen other publications. She is currently writing a novel.
Learn more about ACT’s Creative Writing program by contacting
Principal Sarah Mallory at smallory@eastconn.org.

ACT DMV CONTEST continued from page 1
safe behind the wheel. The DMV, Travelers and other Connecticut
organizations, businesses and government agencies will use the
videos in outreach programs and initiatives.
“You are the leaders,” Wyman said to students during the
Hartford ceremony. “The young kids look up to you … your videos
are talking to the next generation of drivers. One of your videos may
save someone’s life someday.” Wyman told the young filmmakers
that their public service videos were particularly powerful because
they offered peer-to-peer messages about safe driving.
“Getting the message of safe driving to our youngest and most
inexperienced drivers is critical to keeping them safe behind the
wheel,” Gov. Dannel P. Malloy said in a press release.

“One of your videos may save someone’s life
someday...” – Lt. Gov. Nancy Wyman
This year, a total of 300 Connecticut high school students
working in 89 student teams, representing 18 schools, submitted
public service videos to the DMV contest. Visit ACT’s Home page at
www.eastconn.org/act to find a link to the winning videos.
ACT is the only high school in the state whose student videos
have placed among the DMV contest’s Top 10 finalists since the
contest began in 2008. This year, ACT had three videos in the Top
10, and one went on to claim fifth place overall.
Five statewide winners were chosen from among the contest’s
Top 10 finalists: Weston High School, first place; William H. Hall High
School in West Hartford, second place; Daniel Hand High School in
Madison, third and fourth place; and ACT, fifth place. An ACT video
was also among four finalists in the Multicultural Award category.
Contact ACT Principal Sarah Mallory at smallory@eastconn.org.

2-Gen Students Learn CPR
To Help Family and Friends
When parents in the 2-Generational Program in Windham
approached EASTCONN about wanting to learn CPR and First-Aid,
EASTCONN staff were delighted. They began to hunt immediately
for American Red Cross (ARC) training materials in Spanish.
“Our 2-Gen parents, whose first language is Spanish, said they
wanted to learn CPR and First-Aid so they could assist family and
friends in emergency situations,” said Kristen Hempel, EASTCONN
Adult Programs Assistant Director. “This certification would make
them a very different kind of asset in their communities. We were
very excited about the prospect of helping them reach their goal.”
Hempel coordinates the 2-Gen Program for parents whose children attend Head Start in Windham Public Schools. While children
are in Head Start, their parents can attend free job-skills training
and English-as-a-Second-Language classes through EASTCONN.
The search for Spanish CPR/training materials proved challenging, but they were finally located. Then another hitch: EASTCONN’s
only certified CPR/First-Aid instructor, Don Skewes, who is also
Coordinator of Security and Investigations, didn’t speak Spanish.

EASTCONN’s Don Skewes helps a 2-Gen student properly apply
CPR pressure on her test manikin during a training class.
“Now the challenge became, could we find an interpreter who
was skilled enough to translate parents’ medical questions into
English for me, and then translate my answers back into Spanish,”
said Skewes. “We needed someone with very unique qualifications.”
EASTCONN had just hired a new Education Specialist, Robinson
Camacho, who was also a certified medical translator. The 2-Gen
Program parents were thrilled. Over two blustery days, 20 highly
motivated women got the training they wanted, and each earned
an official Adult and Pediatric First Aid/CPR/AED certificate.
Several students explained in Spanish why they wanted training.
“We want to learn and we want to make sure we’re there when
our family needs help,” said one student, while another said, “We
are exposed to emergency situations like this all the time. We want
to know what to do at the right moment.” A third student said, “We
want to be like the Good Samaritan. We want to be able to help
when someone needs help.” A fourth student said she needed the
ARC certification so she could get a job at a childcare center, where
CPR/First-Aid credentials are required for all employees.
The 2-Gen Program is a collaborative venture of Windham
Public Schools, Head Start/Early Head Start, the Windham Office
of Community and Family Engagement and EASTCONN.
To learn more about the 2-Gen Program, contact Kristin Hempel
at khempel@eastconn.org. Or, reach her at 860-423-2591.

EASTCONN
376 Hartford Turnpike
Hampton, CT 06247

