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In early April,
EASTCONN welcomed
its new Assistant Executive Director, Dr. Bruce
Storm, who has quickly
become a valued member of the EASTCONN
family.
“We’re really
delighted that Bruce has
joined the EASTCONN
team,” said Paula M.
Colen, EASTCON N Dr. Bruce Storm joins EASTCONN
Executive Director. “He Team as Assistant Executive Director
understands the challenges that districts face and has been contributing new ideas
from the moment he arrived.”
Prior to his ofﬁcial April hire-date, the former Branford,
Conn., Superintendent of Schools had already begun spending
time in the EASTCONN region, visiting local schools, attending
in-house meetings, and job interviews for internal EASTCONN
staff.
“Getting involved,” said Storm, “has helped me get
a perspective…I’m slowly ﬁguring out where places are, who
people are, and where I might help…”
“Here, what you see is what you get,” Storm added.
“There are no backroom politics; it’s all in plain sight, which is
the way I operate too, so I really appreciate it.”
Storm said moving to EASTCONN has allowed him
not only to make a desirable career change, but also to continue
See BRUCE STORM, page 2
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As the end of the school year approaches, ACT high
school students continue to win contests, prizes and recognition
for their creative writing achievements.
To date, 14 of the 26 ACT students enrolled in creative
writing classes have been recognized for their work in state
and regional contests. ACT (Arts at the Capitol Theater) is the
EASTCONN-run regional performing arts magnet high school
located at the renovated Capitol Theater in Willimantic.
Seven ACT students were regional poetry ﬁnalists in the
IMPAC-Connecticut State University Young Writers Competition, including Jesse Clark (Windham), Anna E. Cordon (Coventry), Noah Goldberg-Bohr (Mansﬁeld) Dana Johnson (Coventry),
Thea Linnemeier (Mansﬁeld), Chelsea Love (Windham), and
Jared White (Windham). More than 3,000 young writers have
competed in the program since 1998. Chelsea Love was named
Windham County ﬁnalist and received a $1,000 prize. Chelsea
has advanced to the statewide championship where an additional
$1,000 prize will be awarded in early June.

EASTCONN ACT teacher Lisa Taylor (center) poses with ACT
writing winners Anna E. Cordon, from Coventry (left) and
Chelsea Love, from Windham (right).

ACT students have excelled at another statewide contest,
the Connecticut Student Writers, co-sponsored by the AETNA
Endowment and the Connecticut Writing Project at UCONN.
Fewer than 100 pieces of student writing are selected for publication each year in the Connecticut Student Writer magazine.
The work of Anna E. Cordon and Thea Linnemeier has been
selected from among 1,800 statewide submissions. Kyle Dennis
See ACT WRITERS, page 2
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(Lebanon) and Cynde Mercer (Windham) received honorable
mentions. Anna E. Cordon also read her poetry at a recent reception at UConn’s Jorgensen Center for the Performing Arts
honoring all the award-winning students.
Ali Perlwitz (Putnam) is a ﬁnalist in “Fresh Voices,” the
Hill-Stead Museum’s statewide Sunken Garden Poetry competition performed at their Farmington summer festival and broadcast
on National Public Radio and Connecticut Public Radio.
Creative writers Michelle Bold (Plainﬁeld) and Devin
McDonald (Columbia) have just returned from the New England
Young Writers’ Conference in Bread Loaf, Vermont. [Editor’s
Note: See April ’05 Connections online at www.eastconn.org]
The award-winning work of these ACT students may
be viewed online at www.eastconn.org/ACT.
All of these students have two things in common: a passion for writing and the mentoring of ACT teacher Lisa Taylor.
A published author and poet, Taylor developed ACT’s rigorous
creative writing curriculum, which is tied to state standards.
Taylor “is a very good, very inspiring teacher,” said
Chelsea Love, one of Taylor’s award-winning students who just
began writing poetry last year.
Taylor said she strongly encourages her students to
enter writing competitions. “It is so validating as a writer, and
it will help them get into college,” said Taylor. “I know from
experience that it can change their lives.” Taylor won ﬁrst place
as a high school student in the National Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards contest.
“It was a life-transforming event,” said Taylor. “I decided
right then and there that I would become a writer.”
Taylor’s daughter Kira won ﬁrst place in the same
competition 30 years later, while still a student at E.O. Smith
High School. Mother and daughter are among the more than
12 million students who have participated during the 80-year
history of the program and the only mother and daughter who
have both won.
Both Taylor and her daughter, who is a creative writing
major at the University of Maine, will teach at Experience the
Arts at the Capitol Theater, a summer academy for students in
grades 7-10, scheduled to run for three weeks in July.
For more information about ACT, contact John Mayer,
ACT Principal, at 860-465-5636 or jmayer@eastconn.org. Applications for the summer academy, Experience the Arts at the
Capitol Theater, can be downloaded at www.eastconn.org/StudentServices.htm. in the summer and vacation program section.
For more information, contact Carole Messier at 860-455-0707
or cmessier@eastconn.org.

JULY 2005
11-12 ........ iMovie
13 ............. Counteracting Hate
19 ............. Cooperation, Integration, Concentration in
SYNCopation
19-20 ........ Meeting the Challenges of Designing WebBased Learning Activities
21 ............. iCONN
26 ............. Using the Internet for Research
26-27 ........ Data-Driven Decision Making
27 ............. Introduction to MarcoPolo
28 ............. MarcoPolo Web Site
AUGUST 2005
1-4 ............ Building the Foundation for CMT Science,
Grades 2-4
10 ............. i-SAFE
EASTCONN workshops are subject to change. Please E-mail
the EASTCONN Conference Ofﬁce at conferenceofﬁce@east
conn.org for more information about any of the meetings and
workshops listed here. Workshop information is also available
on our Web site at www.eastconn.org. Click on Workshops.

BRUCE STORM continued from page 1
his career goal of working to help schools and children.
Before joining EASTCONN, Storm was Superintendent
in Branford for 13 years, part of a commitment he made to his
son, Christian, to “stay put.”
“I didn’t want to disrupt my son’s education or be an
educational gypsy, ” explains Storm. Although he is no longer
Superintendent, Storm will still award Christian his Branford
High School diploma during graduation ceremonies in June,
which was his “goal from day one.” Christian will attend Washington University in St. Louis in the fall.
Prior to working in Branford, Storm worked for three
years in Lexington, Mass., as Associate Superintendent for Curriculum; as middle school Assistant Principal for three years;
and as an English teacher and department head, at both the
middle and high school levels for nine years. Storm was born in
Buffalo, New York, and attended both St. Lawrence University
as an undergraduate, and SUNY Buffalo, where he began his
graduate work. During that time he also worked as a substitute
teacher and a junior college communications instructor. Storm
earned his doctorate from Harvard and was a lecturer there
from 1982 to 1988.
When not working, Storm enjoys collecting pens,
restoring automobiles, building furniture and restoring houses.
He and his wife, Maria, are presently at work on their second
home restoration project, a Cape built in 1850 in Bradford, New
Hampshire.
Contact Bruce Storm at bstorm@eastconn.org, or
860-455-0707.
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Northeastern Connecticut school districts are pooling their limited resources to meet the challenges of teaching
a growing wave of limited-English-speaking students and an
EASTCONN-coordinated consortium is leading the way.
When they work alone, many of Connecticut’s school
districts ﬁnd it difﬁcult to manage the challenges presented by
the new student demographics, rigorous NCLB standards, and
certiﬁcation requirements for teachers of English-languagelearners, ofﬁcials say.
But EASTCONN’s English Language Learner (ELL)
Consortium, created three years ago, is helping districts in
northeastern Connecticut meet those special challenges to ensure
that all limited-English-speaking students are successful and
that they have access to educational programs that meet state
academic standards.
There are eight districts with “full membership” in the
ELL Consortium, including Colchester, Lebanon, Mansﬁeld,
Plainﬁeld, Putnam, Region 19, Stafford and Tolland. Eight
other districts, Ashford, Bozrah, Columbia, Franklin, Hebron,
Region 8, Sprague and Woodstock, receive assistance with
student assessment.
According to Ginnie Gorin, who coordinates the ELL
Consortium, many districts receive very limited funding to help
address the educational needs of their ELL students.

Focus Group Participants, l-r: Consultant Diane TwachtmanCullen; Jonathan Lieberman, Sterling; Kathleen Raymond,
Tolland; and Barbara Macauley and Hope Peterson of Stafford.

Autism is on the rise across the country, and Connecticut is no exception. With that in mind, EASTCONN has been
collaborating with area educators to meet the unique challenges
of educating eastern Connecticut’s children with autism.
Between 1991 and 2003, Connecticut students diagnosed
with autism spectrum disorders in grades K-12 jumped from 151
to 2,157, according to state ofﬁcials.
As a result, EASTCONN’s Planning and Development Team
has been working with LEAs and nationally recognized autism
expert Dr. Diane Twachtman-Cullen to craft a broad response.
A research-based program model has been designed offering an
array of capacity building services to local LEAs.
Recently, a series of focus groups with local special
education administrators worked to ﬁne-tune the model and
prioritize initiatives for 2005-2006:
• An Interdisciplinary Educational Team is being formed with
specialized expertise, including assistive technology, sensory
integration, and behavioral management. Team members will
be available to work on-site with local classroom personnel.
• One or more school-based programs for autistic children are
being explored with interested LEAs.
• Professional development is being planned for administrators, classroom teachers, and paraprofessionals to meet the
educational programming needs of autistic students.
• Parent education and support will be provided, and information packets will be developed for community use.
• Articulated agreements with experts in such areas as evaluation
and diagnosis, pediatrics, gastroenterology, and psychopharmacology will be be negotiated.

Ginnie Gorin (left), ELL Consortium Coordinator, works with
teachers from EASTCONN districts at an ELL session.

“In some districts it is only a few hundred dollars,”
notes Gorin, who also coordinates EASTCONN’s Windham-area
Community Learning Center. “These smaller districts have few
resources but have the same student needs and accountability
requirements to meet. Even the larger, more experienced districts
can ﬁnd these challenges daunting,” she said.
With the impact of 20,000 new jobs and a burgeoning
economy, eastern Connecticut is experiencing a renaissance in
international languages and cultures. Newly arriving families

The CSDE plans to release new guidelines for educating
children with autism this month. For more information about
EASTCONN services for students with autism, contact Paul
Rennick, Director of Student Services, at 860-455-0707 or
prennick@eastconn.org.

See ELL CONSORTIUM, page 4
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ELL CONSORTIUM continued from page 3
speak languages as diverse as Russian, Spanish, Tagalog, and
Farsi, Gorin said, adding that some small school districts are
encountering limited-English-speaking students and parents
for the ﬁrst time.
Consortium members pool their funds in order to access
a wider range of services, including student assessment, professional development for teachers and administrators, program
and policy development support, and networking to promote
regional sharing, Gorin said. Recent professional development
covered test administration, mainstream teaching methods, and
low-incidence ESL (English as a Second Language) programming strategies.
Marion Bissonnette, an ELL teacher at E.O. Smith High
School in Mansﬁeld, has been a member of the ELL Consortium
for three years. Although Region 19 has had a program in place
for over 15 years, they too found themselves “scrambling” when
NCLB testing requirements were announced by the state.
“I had never even heard of the test,” said Bissonnette.
She put a call in to EASTCONN and within a week-and-a-half,
“the entire test was completely done—ready to hand in. This
was huge!” said Bissonnette.
Bissonnette began attending meetings and workshops
on a regular basis and is an enthusiastic supporter of the consortium.
“Now, instead of being behind, I know exactly what’s
coming ahead of time—way ahead of time,” Bissonnette added.
“This is the best thing that ever happened to me!”
Gorin said she hopes that other districts will consider
joining the ELL Consortium. There are plans to hire a TESOLcertiﬁed educator (Teacher of English to Speakers of Other
Languages) to provide additional support to member districts.
For more information about the ELL Consortium, contact Ginnie Gorin at 860-423-2591 or ggorin@eastconn.org.
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EASTCONN employees were recently recognized for 20 years
of service. l-r, back row: Elizabeth Aschenbrenner, Mary Ellen
Morrarty, Paula Macy, Eileen Montomery (30 years). Front row:
Cynthia Laurendeau, Heidi Goldsher, Vivian Batterson, and
Patricia Piatek. Not pictured: Nancy Landerman, Kim Safﬁn,
Marion Seresin, and Martha Watkins.

EASTCONN’s summer camps are gearing up. Pictured are
children at EASTCONN’s April school vacation camp.
For information about EASTCONN’s summer academies, visit
www.eastconn.org and click on “Interdistricts.”
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376 Hartford Turnpike ~ Hampton, Connecticut 06247
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EASTCONN, one of six Regional Educational Service Centers (RESCs) in Connecticut, has been serving the educational
and training needs of schools, organizations, and individuals of all ages in northeastern Connecticut since 1980.
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