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$478,000 Walmart Grant to Fund
EASTCONN Job-Training Academy
EASTCONN Seeks Eastern Connecticut
Businesses & Adults to Participate

EASTCONN Adult Education Director Richard Tariff and Assistant Director Suzanne Cimochowski proudly announced the Walmart Grant.

EASTCONN’s Adult and Community Education division is
pleased to announce that it has won a generous grant from
Walmart that will fund a free job-skills training program for
unemployed and under-employed adults who reside in eastern
Connecticut.
“Our Adult and Community Education staff are proud to be
among the nine agencies nationwide who have been awarded
one of these significant Walmart grants,” said EASTCONN
Director of Adult and Community Education Programs, Richard
Tariff. “Walmart’s generosity will allow us to deliver skills-building
See Walmart, page 2

New Regional
Alternative
High School
Will Open in
Fall 2019
In response to
requests from area
school districts,
EASTCONN will open a
new, regional, alternative
high school this fall for
over-aged and undercredited students who
want to earn their high
school diploma.
With a strong focus
on career readiness, EASTCONN’s new Learners Empowered to
Achieve their Potential (LEAP) high school will open its doors in
downtown Willimantic this fall 2019.
LEAP is intended for non-traditional students who are at risk
of not earning their diploma within the state-required five-year
period, but who nevertheless have a strong desire to be successful, both in and out of school. The new program is open to the
entire region, and will enroll about 35 students its first year.
See LEAP page 2
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...Walmart, from page 1
classes to eastern Connecticut adults who need a job, or who have
a job, but are under-skilled or under-employed.”
The $478,000 Walmart grant will fund a new EASTCONN
program called “EASTCONN’s Customer Service Academy:
Upskilling for Professional Advancement,” which will provide free
retail, computer skills, business and customer-service training for
150 unemployed or under-employed adults, with classes offered
at American Job Centers in Willimantic, Danielson and Montville
(Uncasville).
The grant will also enable EASTCONN to provide its Customer
Service Academy participants at all three American Job Center
sites with free childcare reimbursement, free transportation, free
job search assistance and paid, post-graduation internships.
The Willimantic and Danielson sites are co-located with EASTCONN’s Employment and Training division, while the Montville
location has a dedicated adult education classroom.
In addition, EASTCONN is seeking eastern Connecticut businesses and agencies that are willing to hire graduates of the
EASTCONN Customer Service Academy and/or to act as an
internship location for Academy graduates. Interns will be paid by
EASTCONN, through the grant.

Participating businesses may also enroll
their current employees in the Customer Service
Academy; their employees may qualify
for free childcare and free transportation
to and from Academy classes.
Participating businesses may also enroll their current employees
in the Academy; their employees may qualify for free childcare
and free transportation to and from Academy classes.
“One of the unusual and terrific aspects of this program is that
there are no income eligibility requirements for participants,” said
Suzanne Cimochowski, EASTCONN’s Assistant Director of Adult
and Community Education Programs.
“As a result, EASTCONN will be able to help more adults who
simply need a job, or who want to improve their customer-service
and workplace skills,” she said.
To learn more, please contact Suzanne Cimochowski at
scimochowski@eastconn.org, or at 860-779-3770.

Willimantic Library is Ready to Help
Residents Fill out the U.S. Census

Connecticut libraries are being asked to provide communities with critical
census-related assistance, and the Willimantic Public Library is gearing up
to help people succeed.
“It’s important to count every one of the estimated 3.5 million people
residing in Connecticut today,” said Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz during a
recent stop at the Willimantic library. Connecticut stands to lose $2,900
for every resident that the census fails to count; at stake is a total of $11
billion in population-related federal funding, Bysiewicz said.
Among the Connecticut programs that are funded with federal funds
are SNAP, WIC, Head Start and highway construction projects.
“The Census helps to determine how to best distribute federal dollars,” said Elizabeth Lane, Willimantic Public Library Director. “We are on
board to help make the 2020 Census count as complete as possible, by
bringing federal dollars back to northeastern Connecticut. We are helping people apply for Census-taking jobs, starting at $21/hour, by visiting
www.2020census.gov.” The library provides free computer time for all.
Located across from EASTCONN’s ACT arts magnet high school on
Main Street, Willimantic Public Library staff frequently collaborate with
ACT’s civics and A/V classes, as well as with EASTCONN’s Adult Education family literacy initiatives. Librarians also work closely with EASTCONN’s Arts Connections after-school program at Windham Heights.
To learn more about the census, contact Willimantic Public Library
Director Elizabeth Lane at elane@biblio.org.

EASTCONN Connections
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“LEAP offers individualized instruction that’s
designed to help students get back on track,
and earn their high school degree.”
– EASTCONN’s Diane Dugas
LEAP will be located in the former QVCC satellite campus
building at 729 Main Street in downtown Willimantic.
“We believe that our new alternative high school will help
young adults who need a personalized, small-group
learning environment to succeed,” said Gary Mala, EASTCONN’s Executive Director. “Students who are referred
to LEAP by their high schools will benefit from its studentcentered learning approach, taught by certified teachers and
instructors.”
“LEAP is not an expulsion program, nor is it a special
education or clinical day treatment program,” said Diane
Dugas, who co-directs EASTCONN’s K-12 Student Services
team, which has designed the new school. “LEAP offers
individualized instruction that’s designed to help students
get back on track, and earn their high school degree.”
Dugas said that candidates for LEAP have completed at
least one year of high school; are over-aged and under-credited, relative to their graduation requirements; and demonstrate a commitment to the learning model and a desire
to fully participate in the program. LEAP will also provide
career-readiness skills through classroom instruction and
field experiences.
“We look forward to continuing our work with our
regional school district partners on this important new
program for students,” said Dugas.
High school administrators and guidance staff can learn
more at www.eastconn.org/leap, or by contacting
EASTCONN Executive Director Gary Mala at
gmala@eastconn.org, or by calling 860-455-1565.
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ACT A/V Teacher Is Honored
During State DMV Video
Contest Ceremony

Agency Professional Notes

Mary Kay Tshonas

Carolyn Stearns

EASTCONN’s Quinebaug Middle
College (QMC) Principal Mary Kay
Tshonas has been honored with
the “Principal Award for Program
Support and Advocacy” by the
University of Connecticut’s Early
College Experience (ECE) program.
Tshonas’s QMC students have free
access to UConn college courses, while
attending QMC. This year, an average
of 22 QMC students were enrolled,
per course, in UConn’s ECE classes.
While enrolled at QMC, students can
take both UConn ECE and Quinebaug
Valley Community College classes, and
earn free, transferable college credits.
Carolyn Stearns, the coordinator
of EASTCONN’s Windham Heights
after-school student program, received
a Community Partner Engagement
Award from Eastern Connecticut State
University’s Center for Community
Engagement during its 10th Annual
Service Expo and Awards Ceremony
in Willimantic. Stearns, whose afterschool program relies on ECSU
students and other area student
volunteers, was honored for her role
in promoting local partnerships and
collaborations that enrich and support
a thriving society. Stearns is also an
award-winning professional storyteller.

EASTCONN’s Dan Boisvert was honored by the state DMV in April.
Depicted from left, Travelers Vice President of Advertising and
Sponsorships John Morris; Boisvert; DMV Commissioner Sibongile
Magubane; DMV Deputy Commissioner Tony Guerrera; and
DMV Assistant Director of Communications Ernie Bertothy.
EASTCONN Arts at the Capitol Theater (ACT) teacher Dan Boisvert, whose audio/video high school students have competed in
the state Department of Motor Vehicles’ annual Teen Safe Driving
video contest since it began in 2008, was honored by DMV staff at
the annual video awards celebration this spring.
DMV staff and Travelers Insurance executives, who sponsor the
contest, presented Boisvert with the DMV’s Video Contest Dedication Award.
“It’s teachers like Dan and students like the kids at ACT who really are the backbone of these public safety initiatives, as we work
to engage high school kids about this important topic,” said DMV
Assistant Director of Communications Ernie Bertothy. “Dan and
the entire ACT school have supported the contest from Year One,
and we wanted to make sure he knew how much we appreciated
that. We thought it was important to honor him for his dedication
to the contest and for promoting safe driving among all of our
state’s teenage drivers.”
Bertothy said that only one other school had participated in the
contest every year.
“But Dan is the one teacher who’s been connected to the
contest consistently each year since it began,” Bertothy said. “ACT
students always create very unique, entertaining videos that just
show fantastic creativity, win or lose,” he added.
“You know you’re getting a quality video when ACT is participating in the contest.”
This year, 36 different high schools submitted 211 videos to the
DMV contest – a record-breaker. Between 30 and 40 panelists
judge the videos each year, often including the governor.
Over the years, ACT student DMV videos have won a variety of
different awards, from honorable mentions to first place.
“The competition is getting fierce, so it’s a little harder each
year to break through,” Bertothy said. Boisvert has been the A/V
coordinator at ACT since 2008, and the A/V teacher since 2011.
EASTCONN administers ACT, a regional, public arts magnet
high school located in downtown Willimantic.
Reach Dan Boisvert at dboisvert@eastconn.org.

EASTCONN 1st Used Book Sale
Seeks Donations for Sept. 14
EASTCONN needs your
help! We will hold our first
Big Book Sale to benefit all
EASTCONN students, and
we need your gently used
books, DVDs and CDs to
make it a success!
Our Big Book Sale will
take place on Sat., Sept.
14, 2019, at EASTCONN’s
Administration & Conference Center, 376 Hartford Turnpike, Hampton. Your books,
DVDs and CD donations may be dropped off in Hampton,
Mon.–Fri., 9 a.m.–3 p.m., after June 10th.
NOTE: Regretfully, we can’t accept textbooks, or books
that are soiled, moldy, highlighted, underlined, torn, waterstained, yellowed or outdated (like old computer manuals or
travel books). Tax receipts are available at the reception desk.
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE ITEMS OUTDOORS AFTER HOURS.
Contact Christine: choma@eastconn.org for more information.
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EASTCONN/Woodstock Academy Partnership Invites Students to Attend ACT Part-Time
The new collaboration will enable Woodstock Academy students
to attend their school’s academic classes in the morning, and then
travel each afternoon to ACT, where they can choose from dance
and/or performing arts courses.
ACT also offers majors in A/V, creative writing and technical
theater.
Offering “intensive study in the studio and on the stage at the
Capitol Theater,” Woodstock Academy is promoting the new
opportunity as one that “can be customized around the goals of
each student-performer.”
ACT, which is NEASC-accredited, is located in the beautifully
refurbished Art Deco-era Capitol Theater, 896 Main St., Willimantic. Small-group classes are taught by certified teachers and highly
regarded arts professionals. Students perform regularly throughout the school year. Learn more: www.eastconn.org/act
“We are genuinely delighted at the prospect of our ACT students learning side-by-side with their peers from The Woodstock
Academy,” said EASTCONN Executive Director Gary Mala. “We
welcome Academy students’ participation in our small, arts-intensive magnet school, where students can pursue their passion for
the arts in an enriching, supportive and engaging environment.”
“I’m excited to see how this relationship will help expand our
ability to bring arts education to a new population of students in
our region,” said ACT Principal Sarah Mallory. “I also love thinking
about the opportunities that may arise if we’re able to host some
of Woodstock Academy’s international students, which would expand our students’ connections with artistic peers from countries
and cultures around the world.”
Contact Gary Mala at gmala@eastconn.org. Learn more about
The Woodstock Academy at www.woodstockacademy.org.

The Woodstock Academy’s dance and performing arts students
will soon be able to showcase their talents on ACT’s main stage.
EASTCONN is pleased to announce that it has forged a new partnership with The Woodstock Academy that will allow its students
to attend EASTCONN’s Arts at the Capitol Theater (ACT) magnet
high school part-time.
“We genuinely value the numerous partnerships we have with
EASTCONN,” said Chris Sandford, the Head of Woodstock Academy, “and this new collaboration is creating a unique opportunity
that will benefit students at both the Academy and ACT.”

EASTCONN’s QMC Students Win Top EAMA Prize for their Manufacturing Video
EASTCONN’s Quinebaug Middle College (QMC) regional magnet
high school won the Best Overall Video Award and a 2nd Place
Viewer’s Choice Award at the 2019 EAMA Video Challenge and
Film Festival in May.
Sponsored by the Eastern Advanced Manufacturing Alliance
(EAMA), the video challenge is intended to educate students
about career opportunities in manufacturing and to provide information on the skills required to be successful in the field.
Students from QMC’s “Innovations in Manufacturing” class partnered with SPIROL International Corporation, based in Killingly,
to create their winning entry, themed “What’s So Cool About
Manufacturing?”
Ten high school teams from eastern Connecticut submitted
student-produced videos to the competition.
The film festival, hosted by EAMA, took place May 1st at Three
Rivers Community College in Norwich. The winners of the Best
Overall Video received a trophy assembled from component parts
of each of the participating manufacturers. The unique EAMA
award trophy travels from winner to winner each year. QMC students will have custody of the trophy until next year’s contest.
View the videos on the EAMA website at http://eamainc.com
and click on the “What’s So Cool About Manufacturing?” graphic.
But QMC students weren’t the only eastern Connecticut winners in the EAMA student video contest this year.
Other winners in the region included:
Outstanding Videography Award: RHAM High School and
Airgas; Best Narration Award: Woodstock Academy and Linemas-

Screen grab: QMC students took top prize in the annual Eastern
Advanced Manufacturing Alliance (EAMA) video contest this year.
ter Switch; Outstanding Educational Value Award: Norwich Free
Academy and Jaypro; Most Creative Award: Woodstock Academy
and Linemaster Switch.
EAMA Viewer’s Choice Awards: 1st Place, Plainfield High and
Westminster Tool; 2nd Place, QMC and Spirol; 3rd Place, Windham High School and Incord.
Learn more by contacting QMC Principal Mary Kay Tshonas at
mtshonas@eastconn.org.

View the videos on the EAMA website http://eamainc.com and click on the “What’s So Cool About Manufacturing?” graphic.
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